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May 26, 1989

Ms. Susan Swales 5 HSM-12
Superfund Program Management Branch
United States Environmental
Protection Agency

Region V 5HS-11
230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Re: HIMCO, Inc.
Response to Request for Information

Dear Ms. Swales:

Enclosed is Excel Industries, Inc.'s response to the Request
for Information which was attached to an undated letter from Norm
Niedergang, Chief, Remedial and Enforcement Response Branch. If
you have any questions or further information is required, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

ICE MILLER DONADIO & RYAN

jacdualine A. Simmons

JASS/sg

Enclosure

cc: Ken Nemes



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION V

In the Matter of
HIMCO, Inc.
Dump in Elkhart,
Elkhart County, Indiana

Response to Request
for Information

Excel Industries, Inc. provides the following response to
the Request for Information of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency which was attached to an undated letter from
Norm Niedergang, Chief Remedial and Enforcement Response Branch,
to Excel Industries, Inc. In providing this response Excel
Industries, Inc. does not waive any legal arguments it may have
as to whether Excel Industries, Inc. is legally responsible for
any activities of its wholly owned subsidiary. Excel Corporation,
or of the predecessor to Excel Corporation, 1120 North Main
Street Corporation, for the manufacturing activities and waste
disposal practices to which this information request is directed.

1. Ken Nemes, Risk and Safety Manager
Excel Industries, Inc.

Margaret Kuehne
58477 Hilly Lane
Elkhart, IN 46517
(former employee of Excel Corp.)

Robert Pabreza
General Manager
Excel Industries of Tennessee
Lawrenceburg, TN

Jacqueline A. Simmons
ICE MILLER DONADIO & RYAN
One American Square
Box 82001
Indianapolis, Indiana 46282
Attorney for Excel Industries, Inc.

2. The following documents were reviewed and are attached:

(a) SPC-17 report for January 1, 1977 through Janu-
ary 31, 1978 submitted to the Indiana Stream
Pollution Control Board.



(b) Agreement for disposal of waste dated December 22,
1977 between Excel Corporation and Michiana Solid
Refuse Services.

Other documents were reviewed but dealt only with waste
disposal after the time periods set forth in the
information request. Therefore they are not identified
or attached.

3. At the present time we are not aware of any persons who
would be able to provide a more detailed or complete
response to these information requests other than those
persons already known to U.S. EPA.

4. The primary business of Excel Corporation or its
predecessor, 1120 North Main Street Corporation, was
the manufacture of automobile and truck sash and window
assemblies, school bus sashes, recreational vehicle
sashes, stainless steel tubing, windshields and sashes
for military trucks, and other military truck compo-
nents.

5. The manufacturing processes involved standard produc-
tion techniques such as rolling, welding, stamping,
painting, plating, cleaning and assembly. Raw materi-
als used included glass, rubber, steel, aluminum,
gla2ing compounds, solvents, paints and plastics.

6. No wastes were generated other than those identified in
response to question #5.

7. (a) HIMCO Waste-Away Service, Inc.

(b) Michiana Solid Refuse Services, a Division of
Sturgis Iron & Metal, Inc.

(c) Robert Genth

8. Excel Industries, Inc. is still attempting to locate
all information and documents which may relate to waste
disposal from the Excel Corporation or 1120 North Main
Street Corporation's manufacturing facility from
January 1960 to December 1977. If additional informa-
tion or documents are identified a supplemental
information response will be provided.

9. There are no records to indicate that any waste was
dumped on the site, although it is believed that broken
glass may have been deposited in areas that were
subsequently filled and upon which buildings were
constructed.
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I hereby certify that the statements contained in the
foregoing Response to Request for Information are true and
accurate, to the best of my knowledge and belief, based upon
records and information provided to me by others.

M-
Ken Nemes
Risk and Safety Manager

STATE OF INDIANA )
)

COUNTY OF )

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a NotarvPublic, in and
for said County and State, this AS day of TT\CuU
1989.

ProMted Notary Public

My Commission Expires: County of Residence:
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JASS
ICE MILI.EH DONADIO 8e

ONE AMERICAN SQUARE

BOX Q2OOI

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46282-OOO2

Ms. Susan Swales 5 HSM-12
Superfund Program Management Branch
United States Environmental
Protection Agency

Region V 5HS-11
230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604


